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terno, in which Is inserted the word EXCUSE, and wherein
she requires the King should not be informed of the
affair. But it is answered the offense was public, and
excuses are wished to be kept secret, since silence is
required.

The most important and incontestably certain fact is,
that there was no premeditation in the matter; that it
was the silly giddiness of the Queen in which it origi-
nated; that Count Finckenstein and the whole Court are
vexed at the affair; that should the King hear of it he
will be very much offended with the Queen, whom he
has not seen for these six weeks, and whom he thwarts
on all occasions; that he has reversed all the arrange-
ments which, in the rapture of accession, she had made
with the Master of the Household; and that, in fine,
never had Queen of Prussia, that is to say, the most
insignificant of queens, less influence.

If, therefore, it be true, on the one part, that the place
of every man in this world is that which he himself
shaU assign to himself, that our rank, already much on
the decline in the public opinion, has no need to sink
lower, and that Russian insolence, which takes indefati-
gable strides, has need of being watched and traversed,
it is perfectly certain on the other, also, that the pro-
ceeding of Monday was distinct and unmeaning, which
ought not to be regarded with a lowering brow, under
circumstances which may lead from lowering to cold
distance, and from the latter to great changes; or, at
least, to decisively false steps, to which the Courts of
Vienna and London are desirous of giving birth, and by
which they will not fail to profit.

Such is my advice, since I have had the honor to
have this advice asked. Permit me to add, that Berlin
is not any longer an indifferent embassy, but that it is
necessary there* to be active, yet cautious; amiable, yet
dignified; firm, yet pliant; faithful, yet subtle; in a word,
to unite qualities which do not often meet. M. de Vi-
braye means to ask this embassy, should Comte d'Esterno
retire, or be sent elsewhere. I speak uninterestedly,
since I have no reason to presume that, should it be
determined to send me on an embassy, I should begineen read to Comte (J'Es-*e not to understand
